
COBBLESTONE HOUSES & LEGENDS

(1) MORGAN JOHNSON HOUSE:
The Morgan Johnson House, j u s t  south o f  the

v i l l age  on route 425, was b u i l t  i n  1844 by Captain
Morgan Johnson o f  the " M i l l i e  Cook". A r c h i t e c t u a l l y,
i t  i s  one o f  the f i n e s t  o f  a l l  the cobblestone
houses i n  the township.

The recessed center entrance i s  approached by
limestone steps flanked by  recumbent stone consoles
that  ac t  as low r a i l i n g s .  Tw o  stone columns w i t h
c i r cu la r  Dor ic  c a p s  support the massive stone l i n t e l
and stone corn ice.  Windows r e t a i n  the o r i g i n a l  smal l
paned wood sash, and a  beau t i fu l  c i r c u l a r  s ta i rcase
is  centered i n  the h a l l .

A 5001b. anchor on the  lawn was l o s t  from the
schooner, F rank l i n  Pierce,  i n  1840. I t  was found o f f
the Wilson Townline P ie r  i n  1857 and acquired by Mk.
E. E .  Stevens who owned the house a t  t h a t  t ime.  T h e
anchor i s  one o f  the l a s t  r e l i c s  o f  the per iod when
raison was a  great  sh ipbu i ld ing  and lumber shipping
Port.

*  *  *  *  *  *

J ( 2 )  T H E  AIKEN HOUSE:
B u i l t  f o r  Wi l l iam and Har r ie t  Aiken. Ca. 1860, i t

has an unusual pa t te rn  o f  r ibbed f i e lds tone  w i t h
la rger  ones covering the  back and s ides o f  the house.
When Mr. Wi l l iam Demmin purchased i t  i n  1914, he un-
covered the remains o f  a  la rge f i r ep lace  and oven
while doing some remodeling.

*  *  *  *  *  *

(3) T H E  ADRIANCE HOUSE:
The Thomas Adrienne house b u i l t  i n  1835 i s  a  good

example o f  f ie lds tone  const ruc t ion .  H is  son, Wi l l iam,
enl isted i n  the 28th I n fan t r y  Regiment during the
C i v i l  War, and was captured near Winchester, Va . ,  i n
1862. H i s  name was engraved on the. Naval 36 Cal .
Colt p i s t o l  which was taken from him, A d r i e n n e
3rd Reg.,  Lockport ,NY." One  hundred years l a t e r  i t
was recovered by Robert Stapleton on the bed o f  the
Yaquina R iver,  Oregon. H e  contacted the Niagara Co.
His t .  Son. i n  Lockport, and the p i s t o l  has been r e -
turned t o  a  grand niece o f  Sgt.  Adr ienne's .

*  *  *  *  *  *

(4) WILLIAM WOODCOCK HOUSE:
The house was b u i l t  on the nor th  s ide o f  the

Marsh Settlement Rd. (Chestnut) i n  1836. S t o n e s  were
brought by wagon from Lake Ontar io  over t r a i l s  c u t
through the woods. I t  was a  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  when one
considers t h a t  the East Wilson area, a t  t h a t  t ime,
was covered w i th  great  swamps and bears and wolves
roamed about f r e e l y.

*  *  *  *  *  *

(5) JESSE SMITH HOUSE:
The Jesse Smith house was b u i l t  i n  1833 and i s

known as a  "Greek Revival" .  S t o n e s  f o r  the fac ing
are Engl ish cu t --stones cu t  i n  two w i t h  the f l a t  s i d e
exposed on the  outer  wa l l .  T h e y  are approximately
h" wide and l a i d  i n  the same manner as those used i n
regular cobblestone construct ion.

*  *  *  *  *  *

(6) WILLIAM WILSON HOUSE:
The Wi l l iam Wilson home was b u i l t  i n  1861, and

the fac ing  on the bu i ld ing  i s  l a i d  w i t h  English cu t
stones mort iced w i th  l imestone. S t o n e s  used were
hauled by wagon from the Lake Ontario shore, and
when i t  was completed i t  was occupied by two fami l i es
consisting o f  13 people.

*  *  *  *  * *

(7) JAMES MORSE HOUSE:
B u i l t  about 1845, t h e  James Morse house features

the t y p i c a l  farm house p lan o f  Western New York.
Walls are faced w i th  grey and brown cobblestones, and
the cornice i s  Greek Revival.  Windows are dapped
with stone- l abe l  moldings fashioned a t  Lockport i n
English Gothic s t y l e .

*  *  *  *  *  *

(8) T H E  EXLEY HOUSE:
This house i s  constructed w i th  f ie lds tone w i t h

the corner quoins standing ou t  i n  sharp cont rast .  The
or ig ina l  house was b u i l t  w i t h  many addi t ional  rooms,
but by 1922, 13 o f  them had been removed.

The Exley name was given t o  the  Methodist-Episco-
pal Church i n  Wilson when two farms and a  substant ia l
cash g i f t  was given by the fami l y  t o  bu i l d  the p re -
sent b r i c k  e d i f i c e  i n  1884. I n  l a t e r  years, i t  was
said the Exleys kept  cans o f  money i n  the f l o o r  o f
an upsta i rs  bedroom.



(9) CLINTON PETTIT HOUSE:
B u i l t  ca.  1835, t h e  P e t t i t  house was constructed

from f ie lds tone cobbles o f  var ious s izes and co lo rs .
The quoins, window s i l l s  and l i n t e l s  are o f  grey l ime-
stone. I t  i s  a  simple Greek Revival farmhouse w i t h
a one and a  h a l f  s to ry  main sect ion p a r a l l e l  t o  the
highway. A one s to r y  wing on the south s ide a lso
i s  p a r a l l e l  t o  the  road.

The house was the boyhood home o f  I r a  P e t t i t  who
died i n  Andersonvil le p r ison  during the  C i v i l  War.
His s t o r y  was the  subject  o f  a novel by Jean P.  Ray
t i t l e d ,  "D ia ry  o f  a Deadman". C o p i e s  are ava i lab le
at the  Wilson Museum.

*  *  *  *  *  *
(10) THE J .  WHITLOCK HOME:

This home, b u i l t  ca.  1835, i s  separated from the
highway by a dry -wa l l  stone w a l l .  T h e  water washed
cobbles are mainly grey and brown, and smaller on
the f r o n t  than the s ides.  T h e  main entrance features
a pa i r  o f  Doric columns, and the  g r i l l e s  over the
be l ly  windows i n  the cornice are made o f  wood--which
was unusual. T h e  cu t  stone are a l l  grey l imestone.

*  *  *  *  *  *

(11) LUTHER WILSON HOUSE:
This cobblestone s t ruc tu re ,  b u i l t  i n  1844, was

the home o f  Luther Wilson, and was b u i l t  on the s i t e
o f  the 1 s t  l og  schoolhouse i n  the v i l l a g e .  I t  i s  o f
grey, water-washed cobbles w i t h  grey limestone l i n t e l s ,
s i l l s ,  and quoins.

In 1890, an unusual double funera l  was he ld  i n  the
home f o r  Luther,92, and h i s  son Reuben F. ,68 .  F o r
many years the h i s t o r i c  home was known as the
Wilaonian Club, and since 1947 has been used as a
hotel and restaurant.

*  *  *  *  *  *

(12) THE CASE HOMESTEAD:
The Case Homestead was b u i l t  ca .  1835 from lake-

washed cobblestones o f  var ious s izes and co lo rs .  T h e
quoins are  red sandstone and the l i n t e l s  and s i l l  a re
grey sandstone. T h e  deep B i l l e d  windows g ive evidence
of  the 20"  wai ls  around the house. I t  i s  patterned
a f t e r  the Dutch Colonial  s t y l e .

The s tory  i s  t o l d  how i n  the e a r l y  1600's Rachel
Case gathered the cobbles on the lakeshore and ca r r i ed
them i n  her  apron t o  the  bu i ld ing  s i t e .

*  *  *  *  *  *
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